A Large Dental Cyst involving the Floor of the Nose. By E. D. D. DAVIS, F.R.C.S.
A TAILOR, aged 30, attended the hospital for a discharging sinus in the position of the right upper central incisor. Six years ago a cyst had been opened and scraped at another hospital and packed with gauze for a long period, hence the sinus. On examination a large cyst was found occupying the right palatal process of the maxilla. The cyst extended from the first right bicuspid to the left central incisor, a width of 1 in., and its length or backward extension into the hard palate was more than 1' in. An opening had been made between the cyst and the nose, and the floor of the cyst bulged the hard palate downwards on the right side.
The exhibitor removed the cyst on April 18, 1918, and the operation performed was as follows: The right lateral incisor and canine were extracted because the roots of these teeth projected into the cyst. The greater part of the bony anterior wall was removed, and the cyst wall was carefully peeled out and detached, the bony floor of the cyst with the exception of the alveolus was then removed, and the mucoperiosteum of the palate pressed upwards to attempt to obliterate the cavity. The hole in the roof of the cyst communicating with the nose was enlarged and its edges shelved off. The right maxillary antrum was explored and found to be normal. A section of the cyst wall is shown.
Free criticism of the operation is invited.
